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IT is always delightful to meet with a 
personality distinctly individual — one 
which spontaneously finds new modes of 
expression, opens new vistas, reclothes 
old truths. Such it would seem is Paul 
H. Manship who returned about two 
years ago from the American Academy 
in Rome to which in 1909 he had won a 
scholarship. 

The following letter was written to 
the Secretary of the Academy, Mr. C. 
Grant La Farge, by the President of the 
National Sculpture Society, Mr. Herbert 
Adams, after having seen the collection 
of bronzes executed by Mr. Manship 
which was shown last winter in the Na- 
tional Academy of Design. It gives not 
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only the estimate of a sculptor who has 
himself attained much distinction, but 
very clearly indicates the characteristics 
of Mr. Manship's work which set it apart 
and make it worthy of serious considera- 
tion. It is reprinted here with the per- 
mission of both Mr. La Farge and Mr. 
Adams, and will be found broadly sug- 
gestive. It reads: 

"My dear La Farge: I have just been 
looking at some small bronzes which 
Manship has recently completed, and I 
am very much impressed by them. It 
seems to me that here is a man who, if 
given a chance to work out his natural 
bent, may do American art an incalcu- 
lable good. 
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"Just at present we are suffering so 
severely from the painful consequences 
of the 'beautiful morceau,' the 'clever 
sketch/ and various forms of eccentricity 
or ignorance handed out to us as new 
art, that we need tremendously the in- 
fluence that Manship has brought to us. 
I do not refer to the archaic or archaistic 
spell to be noted in some of his work, but 
rather to his ability and skill in design 
and execution. Some of his little bronzes 
seem to be absolutely complete — real 
objets d'art in the best sense. They 
show great technical address, backed by 
a sound knowledge of form. They are 
executed with a loving care which means 
the expenditure of time and thought 
upon them. 



"Don't let the architects ruin him by 
giving him a lot of big work which must 
be hastily executed. I believe he should 
be encouraged in the other direction, 
which I think he would naturally follow. 
It is not impossible that this man alone 
may be worth to American art all the 
effort the American Academy in Rome 
has cost. Who can tell? 

"I hope you will see these little 
bronzes. They are to be shown at the 
coming Academy exhibition. Look par- 
ticularly at the Centaur group and the 
Persian vase. Have we in this country 
ever had such beautiful workmanship 
backed by artistic knowledge ? 
Faithfully yours, 

Herbert Adams." 
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